
 
     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the Spring newsletter of the Justice and Peace 
Co-ordinating Council, which we hope you find useful and interesting.  We hope 

you are all keeping safe and well at this complex and challenging time. 
 

Articles in this newsletter are as follows: 
• Thoughts on the Implications of the Covid-19 Crisis    Chris Myers  
• Lifting the Lockdown: The  Easter message   Mick Quille 
• A Country fit for Key Workers  Anne and Tony Stokle 
• The Time is Now.  Lya Vollering  
• CAFOD update (Including a link to a petition asking us to unite in our response to 

Coronavirus) Helen Moseley, CAFOD campaigns writer.  
• One in a Million.  To be a missionary Tony Stokle  
• Useful links: 

 War School film  ....now on YouTube    
 London Mining Network, supporting communities badly affected by 

London based mining companies (educational resources) 
• How well do you know Catholic Social teaching?  A crossword  Cathy Marshall  

.  
We regularly update our webpage on the Diocesan website. This can be accessed by going 
to our page on the Diocesan website. 
 

 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have signed up in the past to receive 
information from the Justice and Peace Co-Ordinating Council. If you no longer wish to 
receive this please contact me at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

            We do not share your details with any third parties 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

Justice and Peace News 
Spring 2020 
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Thoughts on the Implications of the 
Covid-19 Crisis 

 

1. Introduction 
2020 was due to be the year when global emissions peaked with countries enhancing their plans 
to meet their obligations under the 2015 Paris Agreement (to keep the rise in global temperature to 
1.5C).  This was to culminate in the International Climate Conference in Glasgow in December 
(COP26) when urgent global action would be confirmed to tackle the climate emergency.  Global 
action to tackle the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems was also to be agreed 
at the Biodiversity Conference in China in October. 

However, the Covid-19 virus crisis has upstaged all these ambitious plans, taking the focus away 
from the climate and ecological emergency with the world focused on tackling the crisis and 
endeavouring to mitigate the impact of the economic shock reverberating around the world.  We 
cannot know at this stage what the long term impact of the virus will be on society, but it is likely to 
be profound. 

In this short article for the J&P newsletter I wanted to offer a few personal thoughts on some 
aspects of this crisis and how we might emerge eventually with a fairer, more just society.  The 
virus can be a catalyst for real change if we can learn from this crisis and act with renewed wisdom 
and vision.  Over the last few weeks I have been studying the Global Catholic Climate Movement 
online course on Laudato Si’ (LS) - was there ever a more appropriate time to study Pope Francis’s 
inspiring encyclical? and reflecting on what LS can teach us about this crisis. 

2. Some Observations 
The virus is a warning to humanity to reform its ways. It is a reminder of the power of nature and 
that by continuing to destroy vital ecosystems and wildlife habitats we are inviting such viruses to 
jump species from animals to humans (scientists believe that Covid-19 originated in bats).  Given 
the opportunity these kind of viruses will proliferate and jump species – such opportunities are to 
be found in the live wild animal markets widespread in Asia, but also in intensive farming with 
animals kept indoors in close confinement.  Densely populated cities with poor housing enable the 
virus to spread easily and become infection hotspots. 

Many of us are in lockdown, confined to our homes, or only allowed out for a short time each day 
(as I write this, globally the no of people in some kind of lockdown is approx. 4.5 billion!). However, 
these dramatic changes in our lives have forced us to slowdown and appreciate what is all around 
us but we don’t usually have the time to notice.  Many have enjoyed the arrival of spring over the 
last few weeks, either in our gardens, or when taking daily exercise (the decent weather has 
certainly helped).  We can see and appreciate God’s loving hand in the butterflies, bees, birdsong, 



insects, flowers and trees. Hence we have an opportunity to reflect on our connection with nature 
along with the damage our lifestyles are causing to the environment. 

Whilst confined to our homes, nature and wildlife have seized the opportunity to flourish, especially 
in tourist hotspots in the UK such as the Lake District, Yorkshire Dales.  Wildlife has also been 
seen encroaching on deserted cities around the World [1]. 

The importance of communities having local access to local green spaces has been highlighted for 
mental health, wellbeing, exercise and recreation. 

There have been significant reductions in air pollution in major cities across the world as traffic 
levels have fallen dramatically and industry shutdown [2].  It has been estimated that globally CO2 
emissions could reduce by 5% this year due to the reduction in car travel, shipping, and air travel 
[3].  Hence it may turn out that 2019 will be the year of peak emissions, declining from now on 
towards zero by 2050 (or sooner!). 

Many people have been able to work effectively from home, holding online meetings etc.  This 
change of working culture could result in permanent reductions in traffic levels and air travel when 
the recovery does come with ongoing permanent benefits to air quality and emissions. 

In most countries Governments have responded to the crisis by following scientific advice on how 
to seek to bring the pandemic under control and save lives.  We can hope that Governments will 
now be more ready to listen to scientists who warn of the devastation of climate and ecological 
breakdown unless we take urgent action. 

The divisions over Brexit (which now seem so irrelevant and long ago) have been forgotten, 
replaced with a renewed community spirit to work together, support the NHS and help the most 
vulnerable in our communities. 

The virus has exposed the inequalities and injustices in our economic system – many of the key 
workers in this crisis (e.g. in health, social care, retail, transport) are on low wages with poor 
conditions of employment.  Successive Governments have failed to address the problems with 
social care and to adequately fund our health services faced with an aging population. 

In LS Pope Francis highlights that it is always the poor and vulnerable who suffer most from 
environmental and economic crises.  The Covid-19 crisis is no exception – developing countries 
with poorly resourced health services and weak economies could be overwhelmed; we also see 
the highest concentrations of infections in highly populated cities with poor housing and inadequate 
sanitation.  The refugee camps around the Middle East are likely to be overwhelmed with 
devastating consequences. 

 

3. Future Possibilities 
We cannot know at this stage how long this crisis will last and what the long term impact on 
humanity and our common home will be.  However, it is evident that this is a severe shock to our 
economic, health and social systems which leaves us facing one of two choices: either to embrace 
a new way of sustainable living incorporating social and environmental justice or a reversion to the 



way we were and disaster leaving us and future generations to face the consequences of climate 
and ecological breakdown. 

There will be a massive economic stimulus to kick start the recovery once we start to come out of 
this crisis. We need to seize this opportunity to call for this stimulus package to deliver real change 
in our society –social and economic justice with sustainable development based around renewable 
energy, real jobs and the restoration of nature [4, 5]. 

May 24th this year will mark the 5th Anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si’- this really is the 
time to respond to “The Cry of the Poor and the Earth” and to recognize how much we are 
dependent on each other and the whole of creation [6]. 

Chris Myers 

References (click to open as a hyperlink) 

 [1] Flourishing wildlife 

[2] Report from India on the reductions in air pollution 

[3] Forecast reduction in CO2 emissions 

[4] A green recovery is needed 

[5] UN developmental chief calls for green shift 

[6] Laudato Si week of action May16-24 
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Lifting the Lockdown: the Easter Message 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

That is the timeless Easter message. But how does it apply to the world, to Britain, to ourselves, 
locked down in Spring 2020?  

Personal and social transformation 

Let’s look at the history of the events which we remember, celebrate and inspire us at Easter. 
Palestine in the first century is under a kind of lockdown – a brutally violent occupation by the 
Roman Empire. The Romans and the local political, religious and business elites exploit the Jewish 
peasants, for their grain and other agricultural products. They tax them mercilessly, forcing them 
into debt and taking their land. So the people hope and pray for deliverance, for a new king to bring 
personal and political liberation, like Moses liberated their ancestors from slavery in Egypt, and like 
David overthrew the Philistines. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2020/apr/22/animals-roaming-streets-coronavirus-lockdown-photos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52313972
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/12/global-carbon-emisions-could-fall-by-record-25bn-tonnes-in-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/24/covid-19-economic-rescue-plans-must-be-green-say-environmentalists
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/04/24/un-development-chief-calls-green-shift-away-irrational-oil-dependence/
https://laudatosiweek.org/


Jesus grows up in this harsh, divided society. Together with a few disciples, he develops an 
oppositional mission, becoming an itinerant teacher and healer. He tells simple stories and ironic, 
subversive parables. He offers remedies for sickness and debt, social exclusion and oppression. 
His focus is always on the poor – not just those who have no possessions, but those who have no 
power, no stake, no status in this sick and oppressive society, such as beggars, lepers, prostitutes, 
outcasts and children. He preaches a message of justice, peace and love, of realising God’s love 
for us through making our relationships with each other more just and more peaceful. It is a 
message of personal and social transformation. 

During the Passover celebrations, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, and people wave 
palms, the symbol of royalty. The last time palms figured on Jewish coins, the country was 
independent. Waving and laying down palm branches ahead of a man riding a donkey is a defiant 
political and religious statement against the social and structural sinfulness of empire, exploitation 
and oppression. 

Jesus avoids a violent confrontation with the authorities, because his mission is one of humility, not 
to be another king. It transcends the replacement of one oppressive system with another. He’s 
able to share a last communal meal with his friends, where he promises a sacrifice of body and 
blood to inspire them to change the world, to liberate them and all of us, past, present and future, 
from our personal and social sinfulness. 

He is finally betrayed, arrested, tried and condemned by a kangaroo court. The Romans are also 
persuaded that he is a political criminal, so they torture and crucify Jesus. It is an exemplary 
punishment reserved for the most dangerous subversives. 

So Jesus dies an excruciatingly painful death, seemingly hopeless, abandoned, a failure. But first 
the women amongst his followers, and then all of his disciples, realise that he is risen from the 
dead – that his sacrifice has set them free. Free to share the good news of his message of justice, 
peace and love. Free to practice their faith in God, to hope for a better world, and free to work to 
transform their world. 

Which is our world. We live in a community, a country and a world which has been locked down by 
sickness. Where widespread poverty, powerlessness and injustice exist alongside massive 
concentrations of wealth, privilege and power. Where climate change is a real threat to us all, but 
especially to the lives of the poor. 

The common good 

Personal and social sinfulness abounds, and the ‘structures of sin ‘embedded in our economic and 
political arrangements generate suffering – poverty, sickness, migration and homelessness. But 
though Christ has died, Christ is risen and Christ will come again. We are all suffering – but in our 
families, congregations and communities, we can bear witness to that suffering, and act to end it. 
We can be guided by some of the principles of Christian social thought – solidarity, the dignity of 
work, the priority of labour over capital, and above all, the common good. 

Solidarity in families, communities and countries has grown – we must nurture and embed that in 
our social lives. The dignity of labour, especially of health and social care workers, is more 



recognised and valued than ever – we must change the financial rewards for workers to reflect 
that, and prioritise human need over the need to make profits. The necessity and desirability of 
uniting our resources through state provision for the common good – especially to protect the sick, 
vulnerable and poor – is more obvious than ever. 

If we see, judge and act to transform the world, we can defeat sickness, poverty, inequality and 
exploitation. That is our salvation. The lockdown will be lifted and we will be free. Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

Mick Quille, Easter 2020  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Covid - 19 The NHS and ‘A Country fit for Key Workers’ 
I have three children who all are classified as ‘Key Workers’ - a nurse, a teacher and a 
doctor.  Every day I worry and then pray for the safety of the two on the ‘frontline’ in the NHS.  I 
watch the news like everyone else and monitor the data and graphs of rising infection and deaths 
in the UK and around the world. 

Now I realise the ‘frontline’ consists of many workers - bus drivers, shop assistants, delivery 
drivers, cleaners, domiciliary care workers, prison officers, police officers and many more, as well 
as doctors and nurses.  I have heard on TV, in the papers and on social media of ‘changing’ 
standards and protocols in the NHS to ‘manage’ resources.  Personal protective equipment 
requirements, such as the specification of face mask protection being changed to match available 
supply, and the minimum blood oxygen level being reduced before a patient requires oxygen 
therapy.   

The government prioritised ‘high profile’ projects such as more ventilators and Nightingale 
Hospitals, while ‘less visible’ essentials such as gloves, gowns, masks and oxygen supplies took a 
back seat until health care workers demanded them.  Then we see reports of PPE being flown in 
from Burma and Turkey, countries in need of it themselves.  And still we have reports of care 
workers not getting the required personal protective clothing, and the care sector facing financial 
ruin.  

So what can we as Christians and supporters of justice and peace take from this pandemic and 
everyone’s response to it.  I have looked to the East and seen the way South Korea has managed 
the crisis and how New Zealand has had very few cases.  Then I look to the middle east and see 
conflicts still raging in Yemen, Libya, Syria and Afghanistan to name a few.  I also wonder how the 
new restrictions on personal freedoms will be eased, or if they ever will be in some countries. I am 
searching for optimism and good news, and at the moment I see one leader in the USA at least 
saying the right things. 

 



Andrew Cuomo, Governor of New York is working to reduce the impact on the most 
vulnerable.  For example he is coordinating with farmers to stop dumping food and is redirecting it. 
’Waste milk’ is being processed into cheese and yoghurt and given to food banks.   He also spoke 
of how life will be different after we defeat this virus, but most importantly he said ‘Life should be 
better.  Better public transport, better tele-education, better public health and more social equality’. 

 

‘The people who are paying the highest price are in the least good position to pay.  The poorest 
always pay the highest price.  Why do the lowest income communities see this disease in the 
highest proportions?’ he asked. 

 

I hope in this country and around the world we will follow his lead and make the poor and 
vulnerable the centre of our attention.  Cleaners, care workers and other low paid frontline heroes 
need to be rewarded appropriately. It is significant that many of these are immigrants coming to 
help us.  We must not let them down. Their sacrifice must not be in vain. When this war is over we 
must build ‘A Country fit for Key workers’.   

          Anne and Tony Stokle 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This is the time 
There is a lot of sadness around the COVID 19 virus crisis. The people that are dying. They are 
dying without their loved ones near. The weakened NHS struggling with this crisis after 10 years of 
cuts. The exhaustion of the health workers and the high death rate among them. The loneliness of 
people stuck in their home and literally out of (physical) touch. The craving for touch. The high 
levels of anxiety of getting the virus or passing it on. Worries about finances, loss of jobs, business. 
The list is endless. Of course the sadness and suffering is not the same for everyone. There is a 
huge difference to be in lockdown in a tiny flat on your own and have no access to a garden or 
living in a community with beautiful gardens around you and access to the countryside. There is a 
huge difference if you get the coronavirus here in the UK or in a poor country in the Global South. 

The greatest sadness for me is though that now that a virus is threatening our lives in the rich 
countries life has come to a standstill at a high social, psychological and economical cost. A price 
governments and societies were not willing to pay for all the people dying because of the 
environmental crisis we are in. People who are dying now because of floods, landslides, draught, 
fires and people dying because of failed crops. People that will die in the coming years and 
decades because of climate change. It is not just about people but about God’s beautiful creatures 
that are dying. We have lost 60% of wildlife since 1970’s. So much natural habitat has been 
destroyed, but we couldn’t stop. It felt like we were trapped in our lifestyle, in our business as 
usual. Now we are stopped, stopped in our tracks by a deadly virus.  



Literally we can see now more clearly because the smog is lifting, air is becoming clearer. Despite 
the suffering that is taken place, in no way I want to minimise it, can we clear our mind and look 
openly to what is going on with our world? The environmental crisis we are in is far more serious 
than the Covid19 virus. We, who are not essential workers, are asked to stay at home to save 
lives, not just our own but also the lives of people around us. We are complying. Something we 
maybe never dreamed of being able to do, we are doing. Can we now also change our lives in 
such a way to saves the lives of our brothers and sisters in the global south? The lives of 
generations to come? The lives of God’s incredible diverse creatures? 

It is particularly those of us who have much, who have been treading heavily on the earth, who 
need to reconsider. However let us not fall in the trap of comparing ourselves with others. Can we 
look honestly at things we have been doing pre lockdown that are actually harmful (the way we 
travel, eat, work, and go on holidays?) and are not being able to do now? Do we really want to go 
back to that? I find it very interesting that a few of my close friends have said that they don’t want 
to go back to the lifestyle they were living before, the heavy workload, the excessive amount of 
travel, the stress. This is also the time not only about what we need to let go off but also about 
what we need. What is really important in our life? What have I been missing in my life?  

Let us take this time to contemplate our lifestyle and make changes for the better, for ourselves, 
our neighbours and the whole of God’s creation. This is the time.  

          Lya Vollering  

 

 

 

 

 

 



    CAFOD UPDATE  
Coronavirus has now spread worldwide, with confirmed cases in many countries where CAFOD 
works. Some of these countries have almost no intensive care beds or ventilators. The likely 
impact of the pandemic will be devastating.  

Christine Allen, CAFOD’s Director, said "We are extremely concerned about the impact the 
coronavirus could have in developing countries with fragile health systems, because it will be the 
vulnerable and marginalised in communities who will pay the highest price.” Families without 
enough to eat and without access to clean water, possibly living with HIV or other underlying health 
conditions will be particularly vulnerable.  

We must never forget that we are one global family, united in this struggle. Now is not the time to 
build barriers, but for the world to unite in love and compassion. We must do everything we can to 
limit the devastation COVID-19 could cause the world’s poorest communities.  

CAFOD programmes around the world are run by local experts and every country team is planning 
now for the challenges this crisis will demand. Many of them have experience of fighting fast-
moving viruses, such as Ebola. They are trusted in their communities and can reach out to the 
most marginalised and vulnerable people.  

CAFOD has also launched a petition to the UK government to ask them to ensure that the most 
vulnerable and marginalised people are the priority in the UK’s international efforts as well as at 
home. Amongst other things, the petition is asking for the cancellation of all debt payments by 
developing countries due in 2020 as the first step towards a global debt moratorium. The world’s 
poorest countries shouldn’t have to divert money from the medical equipment and infrastructure 
they desperately need in order to service debt and interest payments.  

Visit: 

 https://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/Coronavirus-response 

...if you wish to add your name to the petition, to donate or to download prayers.  

 

       Helen Moseley, CAFOD campaigns writer.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/Coronavirus-response


One in a million. To be a missionary 
‘Are you going to be a missionary?’  asked Father Louis Antonia, a missionary priest from 
Columbia as we sat having coffee after mass in Mae Hong Son, northern Thailand in August 
2009.  ‘I don’t think I want to be a priest’ replied 16 year old Declan Stokle.   ‘I didn’t ask if you 
wanted to be a priest’ said Father Louis, ‘I asked if you wanted to be a missionary?  My sister is a 
lawyer in Bogota, Columbia.  She works three days a week for herself, and then for two days she 
offers legal advice, free of charge, to the poor.  She’s a missionary.’ 

Declan was taken aback by his response. He’d never considered that there were many types of 
missionaries.  

Ten years later in November 2019 Declan is fulfilling a role as a missionary doctor.  This is his third 
time working at Jungle School of Medicine Kawthoolei (JSMK), in Karen state, eastern 
Burma.  However, this is his first time working on his own, being the only doctor in charge of an in-
patient unit, and out-patient unit and doing 4 hours training each day with Free Burma Ranger 
medical trainees.  He is literally ‘one in a million’ - the only doctor in this part of Burma which 
covers an area about the size of Northumberland and has a population of approximately one 
million.  He has previously worked with Dr John, an American doctor who set up JSMK.  Now fully 
qualified and with experience of working in the jungle, Dr John asked Declan to come on his own 
so the patients would get the benefit of a doctor for longer.  Dr John will come back in March 2020. 

 Fr Louis had a great impact with just one simple question.  I remember from all those years ago Fr 
Louis saying it was important to live with the poor, spend time with them and walk the life they 
have - not just donating your spare money or clothes.  Fr Louis has moved on now but I’m sure 
he’s still trying to convince people to be missionaries. 

My wife Anne and I visited JSMK in 2016 after Declan had finished a training spell with Dr 
John.  We were reluctant to go again as it is such a difficult journey, but we couldn’t resist seeing 
our missionary son ‘in action’.  JSMK is situated in a remote region of Karen state, eastern 
Burma.  The Karen have been involved in a civil war with the Burmese for over 60 years.  Since a 
ceasefire agreement in 2011 it has been possible to help support the development of schools and 
clinics in this remote area.  Burmalink UK supports one such school and JSMK.  The area is 
governed by both military and civilian leaders.  The Karen don’t trust the Burmese army - who can 
blame them after what happened to the Rohingya people in western Burma.  The KNU, along with 
other ethnic groups, recently released a statement condemning Aung San Suu Kyi for defending 
the Burmese military at the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 

Leaving Mae Sot in northern Thailand we headed north to Mae Sariang - four hours by road.  An 
overnight stay and then a 5 am pick up the next day.  After hardly sleeping, thinking we would 
‘sleep in’ we wait outside our guest house.  The streets are dark and deserted.  Promptly at 5am 
our truck arrives.  We throw our bags in the back and climb inside to be greeted by our friends and 
guides for the journey, Lay Khoo and Moo Gay.  Three hours through the Salween national park 
and the dirt road ends. We jump onto the back of waiting motorbikes and off we go through rice 
paddies and up streams.  Forty five minutes later they stop and the front rider points to the 



jungle.  There is no obvious path so he gets out a machete and starts to clear a path for us.  My 
legs and arms are already cut to bits from going through bushes and long grass on the 
motorbike.  Lay Khoo leads the way, Anne and I follow with Moo Gay bringing up the rear.  The 
climb is steep and now the sun has risen it’s starting to get very hot. Two hours of relentless 
climbing and we can see the top of the mountain.  While resting Lay Khoo wanders off into the 
jungle and returns a few minutes later with papaya fruit.  This was much needed as we were 
running low on water.  Getting out my pen knife which goes with me everywhere in Thailand and 
Burma, I start cutting it up and we share the delicious fruit.  Refreshed we continue for a further two 
hours up the mountain and at last we can see the Salween river which is the border between 
Burma and Thailand.  Our boat is waiting by the river bank.  We climb down the steep sandy bank 
and clamber on board. 

Uncomfortably on board we sit low in the boat on a very hard wooden bench for the three hour 
journey. Arriving at a small port on the Burma side we disembark and head up the steep river 
bank.  Thankfully, since the last time we were here, a dirt road has been cut into the mountain 
side.  We hire a truck and head up through the mountains.  There are only about a hundred trucks 
in the area so the road is relatively traffic free.  Last time we were here there were only two trucks, 
both for emergency use only with elephant being the preferred form of transport then. 

An hour and a half later having passed through some of the most unspoilt jungle in the world we 
arrive at the village of Day Bu Noh for another overnight stay.  A cold bucket shower and some rice 
and vegetables refresh us.  Tomorrow we must walk three more hours to meet Declan, but before 
that we must put on head torches and set about putting up our mosquito nets which we have 
carried with us.  Malaria is prevalent in this part of the world, though thankfully it is the dry season, 
so there are fewer mosquitoes. Exhausted but very happy we fall fast asleep at 9 pm on the 
wooden floor in the bamboo hut.  Waking during the night for the toilet I head out of the hut and 
across a compound by torch light.  It is pitch black when I switch my torch off to look up at the night 
sky.  The Milky Way is in clear view and I stop and say a little prayer of thanks for my friends for 
getting me here safely and for all who live in this forgotten paradise, wrecked by 60 years of civil 
war but undoubtedly a very special place on Earth. 

The cockerels wake me at 6 am and I crawl out of my mosquito net.  Moo Gay is already up 
preparing the fire for breakfast.  Noodles with a fried egg on top is served shortly afterwards.  Lay 
Khoo arrives back having spent the night with his family about a mile away and so we set off along 
the Yusana river on foot with plenty of water heading to JSMK.  The first two hours are on the flat 
walking through rice paddies and banana plantations.  It is so beautiful and unspoilt.  Then we 
reach the point where we have to cross the fast flowing river.  A bamboo raft attached to a rope 
sits on the river bank.  We clamber on board the raft catching our balance so we don’t fall 
in.  When we’re all aboard, Lay Khoo starts pulling the rope and we gently traverse the water.  A 
steep climb awaits us but we know it’s only an hour and we’ll see Declan.  Hot and sweaty we see 
the sign for JSMK and enter the village.  Declan is still teaching so we are shown to his hut and 
wait for him. Second in charge of the clinic, Silver Horn, comes to greet us saying ‘Thank you for 
giving us your son to help us.  We are learning so much from each other’.  The Karen call Declan 
’Day Day Po’ which means  ’Younger Brother’, a fall back from when Declan used to visit with his 
older brother Patrick.  We sip water and wait for him to finish teaching.  Anne is so excited to see 



him, she gives him a big hug when he appears out of the classroom.  Hugging is not the Karen 
way of greeting, but Declan is only part Karen so he gives his Mam a big hug back.  He tells us he 
is enjoying working with the Karen people so much.  He’s learning a lot from them: language, 
culture, cooking, hunting, medical skills….  

 

In the evening he has to do his ward round. They have three patients needing oxygen but only 
have two oxygen machines.  He has to choose between two babies and an old man.  It’s not an 
easy decision but with a heavy heart the old man must go without.  Declan hopes he’ll last the 
night or that one of the babies recovers enough to come off oxygen to allow the old man to take his 
turn.  With limited resources, Declan says he does his best but sometimes …….. 

We enjoy a great Saturday and Sunday with him as there is no teaching and no out-patients clinic, 
only emergencies and in-patients to deal with.  With no Catholic church or priest for hundreds of 
miles we attend a service in the local Baptist church.  The congregation are all dressed in 
traditional Karen clothing, so it’s a very colourful service.   In the afternoon we go swimming - just 
an hour walk to a safe swimming area in the river. Buffalo share the pool with us but it’s so 
refreshing and exhilarating.   

Anne and I have to return the same way we came, two days of travelling through the jungle.  The 
director of JSMK, Toh, comes to say goodbye and thanks us for letting Declan stay with 
them.  We’re so proud that after ten years of exams and training Declan is serving the Karen 
community.  Declan hugs us both and wishes us a safe journey.  He whispers that the old man is 
fading and that his family will take him home tomorrow to allow him to die in his own village. There 
is nothing more he can do.  His family will carry him by bamboo stretcher (bambulance) through 
the jungle.  But the good news is that both babies are now off oxygen and are much 
improved.  With joyful tears in our eyes we head off down the mountain leaving Declan to his 
work.  In a few weeks he will leave JSMK - I know that will be with a heavy heart as his love for 
these people is obvious and genuine.  Our boy has grown into a man.  Anne reminds me ‘Give 
them roots and wings’.  Declan has flown a long way in those ten years since that conversation 
with Fr Louis 

Tony Stokle.   

 



 

Useful links  
 

 

Mic Dixon, the Producer/Director of War School writes: 

I hope you are all well and safe. We are making War School available on YouTube for at least May 
and June 2020. 

There is a new trailer with a link to the full film here: https://youtu.be/Wj7JD62mVjQ 

The full film can be found here: https://youtu.be/bl5Zc71KV_g        

Please share. 

During this period there is a commemoration of VE Day and Armed Forces Day are still promoting 
for the end of June. We will be addressing those events appropriately. 

We are also considering an online event for discussion/feedback. Please let us know any thoughts 
or ideas you have on that.   Email :  admin@war.school 

(I saw this film last year; it is extremely powerful and well worth watching. Liz) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

LONDON MINING NETWORK 

The London Mining Network is an organisation that supports communities badly affected by 
London base mining companies 

 They produce a lot of educational resources.  They can be accessed at:  

 

https://londonminingnetwork.org/what-we-do/education/the-people-who-shut-down-a-mine/ 

 

https://youtu.be/Wj7JD62mVjQ
https://youtu.be/bl5Zc71KV_g
https://londonminingnetwork.org/what-we-do/education/the-people-who-shut-down-a-mine/


How well do you know Catholic Social Teaching? Here is a 
puzzle to test your knowledge 

 

The first person to answer correctly (send responses to maryalicelouise@outlook.com) will have his or her name 
published in the May edition of the CST newsletter (sorry, no monetary prizes!). 

 

about:blank


 

 

ACROSS 

3 Legal, social, or ethical principles of freedom or entitlement__________ 

6 Unlike the government's minimum wage, the real _________ (6, 4) calculates what people 
really need so they don't fall into poverty 

8 Activities, often paid, by which humans can share in God's creating actions 

9 CST principle that emphasises giving priority to the welfare of those who are most in need: 
option for the ____ 

10 Concern for how we treat nature: care for the ______________ 

13 The combined conditions of society that allow people to reach personal fulfilment more 
easily (6, 4) 

14 CST principle stating that God's creation was intended to benefit all living creatures: 
_______   destination of created goods 

15 Old Testament prophet noted for laments and railing against society's 
injustices________ 

16 CST principle holding that decisions should be made by people who are most affected by 
them__________ 

17 Theory that human beings possess an intrinsic system of values and morals (7, 3)___ __ 

19 Corollary to rights; with rights come corresponding ___________ 

20 A type of theology originating in Latin America that emphasised a moral reaction to 
extreme poverty and social injustice___________ 

21 CST principle on the equal value of every person regardless of circumstances: human 
__________ 

22 When oppressed by injustices, the only Christian way to respond is with ___________ 

 

 



 

 

 

DOWN  

1 Pope who issued encyclical Laudato Si'___________ 

2 Along with truth, freedom, and love, one of the four fundamental values of CST________ 

4 Pope who issued the first general encyclical on the conditions of labour in 1891 (____ XIII) 

5 Right of self-determination______ 

7 Worldwide interconnectedness of nations through trade and cultural 
exchange____________ 

9 One of the diocesan groups that put CST principles into action: Justice & _____ 

11 CST principle of acting with others to help achieve the common good___________ 

12 Modern habit of wanting more and buying more with ever-increasing frequency___ 

18 CST is the 'Church's best-kept ____' 
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